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EXPLANATORY NOTÉ ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SYSTEM RELATING TO THE 
SUBJECTION OF ONLlNE SALES 'PLAT,FORM AND DIGITAL S.ERVICES TO THE VALUE . ~ 

ADDED 'fAX (VAT),. 

~ / 
Article 7 of the Tax Schedule to the Finance Law No.' 2021-899 of December 21. 2021 • 

. 4'" 
regarding the State Budget for the year 2022, instituted a value added tax (VAT) on onHne 
service sales and commissions received by digital platforms that do not have professional 
installations in Ivorian territory. 

.,r. 
For an efficient operaftonâlizatlon of this system, this explanatory note pravide$ clarifications 
on: 

• The scope of VAT application applicable to online digital service provisions and 
commissions received by digital intermediary platforms; t~' 

• The simplified procedure for remote tax registration; , . 
• The simplified declaration procedure and the on line '1AT payment rnodalities. To allow 

the concerned companies to adapt their management tools to the provisions of the 
aforementioned Article 7, it js specified that the tax obligations of declaration and 
payment incumbent upon them take effect within a penod mutually agreed upon, set at 
six (6) months from the publication date of this explanatory note on lne officiai website 
of the Direction Générale des Impots (DGI). \;; 

1. SCOPE OF APPLICATION 
" 1. Persons targeted by the measure 

j 

The persons concerned by the simplified procedures are operators of digital platforms, 
regardless of their legal form, not established on Ivorian territory. A digital platform, for the 
purposes of this system, ls defined as any website or application using software solutions to 
remotely connect service providers with customers, facilitate transactions between these 
parties, and, if applicable, allow for online payment of said transactions. Also covered by this 
system are digital platforms owned by service sellers thaï do not play an intermediary role ln 
concluding other transactions than their own. It is specified that websites or platforms that both 
carry out non ... revenue-generating activities and paid services fall within the scope of this 
system, limited to the revenues they derive (rom these paid services. This includes, notably. 
social networks thaï aHow, on one hand, some of their users to connec! and freely exchange 
information and, on the ether hand, ofter ether user categories the opportunity to broadcast 
their advertisements on the network for a fee. 
/. 
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2. Operations targeted by the measure 

Regarding the operationalization of the measure, It should be noted that the primary digital 
services offered by these platforms, without this list being exhaustive, fall into the fbllowing 
categories: 

2.1. Onllne advertising services 

Online advertising services refer to the paid broadcasting, on a digital platform, of an 
advertisement regarding productS"s01d1by a third party:largeted at platform users. 

< 1 - l"" , 

2.2. Online ~ata.services l 
Online data services concern the sale, grantîng of usage rights, or acc,élis provided for a fee by 
a digital platfor!l1. tci data collected from Its users during interactions.1 . irrelevaot whether 
this data is .sold; granted, made accessible directly or indirectly, aggregatéd, disaggregated, 
anonymized, or used in other forms. ( )- 

; 

2.3. Online markets ,~ 
.' "" 

"On line markets" refer to services through which a digital platform directly connéêts suppliers 
of goods or services with poten'Uai clients, platform users, ari~ .facilitates transactÎ~s between 
these parties. These markets encompass various goods and services, notably: 1 #J 

• • f '. ~ 

• Online food ordering and delivery: platforms facilitating ooline food orders-ând delivery 
between restaurants and clients; 

• Online housing rentals: the se platforms connect onune tandlords and potentlal tenants 
a1id facilitate rental contract conclusions' betwéen these parti~s, including 

".' ,'~ ;,- . 
accommodatlon in a hotel or private residence; . .• '. 

-; . > 

• Onllne vehicle rentals; àime'd~E~! tacilitattng tne A ren18,1 9f ~,·pfÎVate or:p~blic ,transport 
vehicle. whether for â' specifie' journey or rnedium'!-terthfu$& The s9.r;Jiéè may or may 
not include the vehicle's driver rental. The online vehicle rental service can also involve 
colleciÎve/vehicle use for the same route (carpooling). . ~~ 

2.4. Digital content services 

These services refer to the sale. granting of usage Jig,ht~" raccess, or streaming against 
payment. of digital content. This cano be mu1timedla or documentary content. 

j j • ~ 

2.5. Online gamlng services 

Online gaming services refer to the paid provision of services offering users the opportunity to 
participa te in ail games on the internet, including video games, games of chance, virtual 
casino, virtual poker, and online betting. 

2.6. Cloud computing services 

These services are those through which digital platforms offer their users, for a fee, online 
hosting of data or digital content in a private space, or grant the user access to applications or 
so~stallèd on the device they use. . 
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2.7. Social network platforms 
A social network is an onllne platform meeting the foUowlng criteria: 

• The platform facilitates the registration of an unlimited number of users (subscrlbers) 
through account creation or profile establishment; 

• User registration grants them free access to the platform, but requires personal data 
sharing; 

• The platform facilitates interaction among users and enables content sharing between 
them. , ""ri. r {! , 

, iJ"" ~ ,Ot 

These platforms are only",pô6cerned Dy the provisions" 0 .' ~~iCI~ #! of the 2022 Tax Schedule 
insofar as they offer~'p~l~ services. ,~" 1'0" " 
2.8. Search engin~s . > (j , 
A search engîoe}s a website allowing its users to automaticaHy search ~H~~tabases attillated 
with sa id engine for information specified by the users, generally by entettng a search key in 
the dedicated search field. : r" 

, ,; ',' : ':: ;,·i . ( 'vi: ~ 
searcn engines are only concerned by the system of the af?r~m~ntion~d Artic!~,"'~ for the paid ' 
service Jhey offer to 1heir users. ,..,,'f " ; '. v ";'_~ 

LastlYt~jt is specifieq: :that;somè' platforms may cumûlativ~ly{.;~fovidejseveral flhe above 
described digital servlces or slmultaneously offer free services ~na varlous pa id s~ces. 

~~ ~, A./ ,:;_ r>'·, '~, '.;/#~ , ,~; ( 1~;' 

3. BU1ito'ass to consumers (B2C) and Business to B~Sine$, ~B2B) ~peration('J 
w. " , .' . . ,- i .' '.'~,,:;. .' :. .., . "'rA, 

Accorping to Article .7, of the Tax Schedule for the y;ear 29??t both businesS9to::consumer 
(B2C)~n.d business-tô-business''(B2B) transactions are encomp~,~sed. , r 

Specifi~aH~, 82C ser/icéS:RQr.ta:i~,to onUne $}ile,s.,.aJ)_d se~iç~ fidm!ated by dignât~latforms for 
non-commercial use'r570n1he"tJlher..;hand, S2B serVÎces;'relafEt to digltal offerings and onllne 
sales of propucts Wh~h~di9~ trtf~rrns, e~ten5l; t ~è1S!af Cliel1Î~e or transaot 
amongst themselves!" ' , $j, q"f c, .)' '~)'1" '" ,# •. ~ /;1 ; 

4. Territorial VAr rules for transactions through digital platforms 
ln the realm of onUrie services, the established mechanism stipul€l1es~ that the Value, Added 
Tax (VAT) is payable 4n Côte d'Ivoire for services procured, 'OOHne via digital mediums. 
provided the user. beneficiaryl of recipient of the servtÇé;~ Is-tocated within the territorial 
confines of Côte d'lvoire at the serviCejder!~ery tima,,:;: .J J "" .ç , 

The precise location of the beneficiary 15 ascertained either based on the details chronicled by 
the plattorm on their .individual profile or, in the absence-of such details, through 9fl!olocation 
data or the IP address associaied with the devlce employed during the transaction. 
Regarding commissions and ether financiar gains acquired by these platïcrms during onHne 
deaHng8, it is imper~tlve to underscore that such gains are subject to VAT when eUher the 
operator of the digital platform, the vendor of the product or service, or the purchaser or user of 
the said product or service is situated on Ivorlan territory upon the culmination of' the 
transaction. 
The responsibility to declare and remit the pertinent tax lies with the platform. 

Il. TAX LlABILITY THRESHOLD ~ 
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Pursuant to the provisions of Article 7 of the Tax Schedule for the year 2022, no liability 
threshold has been provided. As a result, any digital company without a professional 
establishment ln Côte d'Ivoire is required to declare the Value Added Tax (VAT) reJating to 
their activities on Ivorian territory. 

The companies concerned must charge and remit VAT on services rendered in Côte d'lvolre, 
irrespective of the turnover of the operations carried out. Regarding invoicing of 62C 
transactions, comparues will continue to issue receipts to customers according to their currerit 
business processes. Thèse receipts, lssued in eccoidance witb current business practices, ' 
remain valid and ~e~o~nized",~y Jb~ tâx adm.i lsya11ory;tor"B2B .Jnvoicing, whHe r~taining ,thaïr 
current methods, It IS Imperât~e for non-resident corA'paIl!SSl-O\I~clude t~e fol.l~wl~g detaüs to 
enable VAT recovery {9! ~2B customers: the. custorner's name, t~!pa7er identiûcetion number, 
the nature of the ~eN!ce'. the date of the service and the amount tnVpf~ed. . 
The tax declaration"" and payment are made onHne using a simplified ' !g,ital form, a copy of 
which is attached to this note and is also available on the officiai webjire of the Direction 
Générale des; Impôts (www.dgLgouv.ci) . 

p. 

m. SIMPL.IFIED REMOTE REGISfRATtON AND VAT D~9lfAR~110~ PR0Q;t;J)URE 
" .~;. ~, ,-:: ~ . :g. 

111.1. Simplifi~d Re~9te'~~gl,S1r~tlon proc~~~e . : '>" z"~ .'~) 'Z __ , 
Operators of online service platforms who do not t'lave a,profe,ssional establish~l,nt or legal 
representation in Côt~ ,d'tvoire, but who: c~nduct taxable opefàtrôns therein, are~ml ndated to 
proceecf with a simplified, fiscal extsténce declaration onlihe; 'trh!s willhield a t entifier in 
Côte d'~oire, enablil')g tb~m tc comply, witn,their VAT <fbliga'ii~;g$. The!detalls re~jec;l torthis 
declar~tJ9n encornpass: /' l ,', ~ fi 

• ,~ommercial d~sig~'atlofl pf ~he, platform. ,j' 
~1""'" -?#:' ../.< ~e~~ ~"" W4tft'i(~Jt9 "''''":;,. _ ,"" '/'~ 

• Name or corporate name of t-lJe pla{(orQi OP~(Î\\tQ,(t",_ ",.""",~",",:,,,.~,,,,,,,~,,;;, 

• &n~;activitie'§ oftnê;Plâtfôfu1;~~ "~,'.J' t 
"f ,..,:J,,' < " ,.,.t.' :' Jo, ,t """, Ji 

-< >~ . ", _'-" ' ;1'- '//''-:- '). ~ ,'/ 

• Geographicsl, postal, electronic addresses, an 
headquîljers .. 

• Country' ofregistration of the plattorm. / 
, ",f; .' ,> 

• Tax identiflcatl~.~u!,"ber ln the country of registration of t~'~flatform. 

• Name of the bank-.9nd1 account numbers dedicateél"'"to 'tax payrnents in COte d'Ivoire 
(optional). .,./; ':'J r· \ . .s ~ 

> k ...,.< .•.. 
• Id en titi es and addresses of representatives in Côte d'Ivolre (if any). 

For practical purposes, this online stmplifled registration translates to the cornplefiôn of the 
registration form attachee, 

It should be' expressly noted that such registration does not create a tax tink (permanent 
establishment) for tax purposes, nor does it subject the digital platform to other ~àxe$ in COte 
d'Ivoire. lts pnmary objective is solely for the declaration and payrnent .of VAT, wit,hout 

-establlshinq the platform as a tax resident. 

111.2. Simplified VAT Declaration Procedure 

The streamlined declaration process entails: 
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• The tax period in question (year, quarter). 

• Type of taxable operations carried out with lvorian-clients (e.ç., services). 

• Overall pre-tex amount derived from transactions with Ivorlan cllents / dUl'ing the 
, stlpulated period. 

• The pre-tax arnount which is subject to VAT. 

• VAT charged tc clients ln Côte d'lvolre. 

The provisions of Article 7 of the Tax Schedule for the year 2022, do not require the 
concerned businesses or platforms t<)·maintai~.4c5r r9~;lJce pornmercial and accounting,books 
and registers in French in.. adbordanc~ith lvorian sta.!ndafds.' '. J>j.. ' 

Moreover, there i.s .~f~ :;st;ma~i~ obligation to provide, ~' list:~~:~~ents ln COte d'lvolre, 
However, su ch a 11St can be requieltloned by the Tax Admlnistrattorf ~a"icularly durlng audits. 
Furthermore, addltlona: information relating to clients may be solicited dâ!,~}aX audits. 
Moreover, dJ9itâl platforms that are non-residents are under no obligatf6n to appoint a tax 

;: 
representatlve in Côte d'Ivoire', 

IV. PAy~ENT OF VAT ". , : ': ";;;:/~ t, .' . ,., '" r, .Ô: 'J~, ."..,.....:t! 
VAT is pald quarterlybY,~le,ctroniO means~.a the e-impots pqt1é!! pf~J~e~OirectiO('l~énérale des 
Impôts through the simplified declaration procedure. ihis"mus! bé acc~mplfshed 110 later than 

, l' , ' "'/~/.' " )' _J;_ 

the 20th.of the month "fqJ10wing the en~.cif each quarter: that'is~'~r1o' later than Ap,ri~20th, July 
20th, October 20th. and January 20th of each year. The applicable rate stands at <1'8% •. 

:J - /'"-'!': 1> <!-::"/ $" >' 

It is irfféerative to note that neither the provisions of Article 7, of;tl)e Tax Scheduleffor the year r < ' >!:- -:1', • ,~;.--. 

2022 not its Implementatjon rnechanlsrn requlte the comp.anie$ 'or dig.ital platform&to malntain 
an accouryt with an IVoria:n :banklng, establishment. ",. ; ;," .' ~'.~~~' 

,., ~_. ' ~ "'''iI';~ ...._..", ~ ~ ,~Af;J~?~, fi..,{j" , 
Companies will be able. tc declare, and. pay~VA i ln ~he"foUQwin9Aor:e.1gn currencies: euros or 
US dollars, into banl( pcqp~uf\ls~ ttîa.[ wH!'. be lcommunJca\edz"9" Îctlle,' officia( ~ebsjte of the 
Direction Genérale des Impôts (WWW.dgLgouv:cf). "'>?", Ste· ,Rf*,'~ ),4", ç' 

;:, /';. 

r The enforcemént of the present note will commence six (6) rnonths (~.opl' the date -of ns 
signature. •. ( ~ "' -1 '''' l " ., 

" A" ; 
o,ti 1 

f 

Attached: 

Simplified registration form 
Simpfified VAT declaratlon 
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REPUBLIC OF COTE D'IVOIRE 
Union-Discipline -Work 

, -------------------- -------------------- 
MINISTRY OF BUDGET AND STATE PORTFOLIO 

SERVICE STAMP DATE OF RECEIPT 

GENERAL T AX DIRECTORA TE 

SIM PLI FIED FORM FOR ONLINE T AX REGlsTRATION OF 
DIGITAL PLATFORMS (Art. 71-2°of CGI) 

1-IDENTIFICATION OF THE DIGITAL PLATFORM 

Trade Name Company name of Telephone Email address Officiai website operator (if applicable) 

Country of establishment (ta x residence) Head office address 

2-IDENTIFICATION OF ONLINE TAX ACCOUNT MANAGER 

last na me and first name of designated online account 
administrator (e-tax account administrator) 

Designated administrator's e-mail address Telephone 

13- ACTIVITIES OF THE DIGITAL PLATFORM 



REPUBLIC OF COTE D'IVOIRE 
Union-Discipline -Work 

, ------------------- ---------------- 

DATE OF RECEIPT 

MINISTRY OF BUDGET AND STATE 
PORTFOLIO 

SERVICE STAMP 

GENERALTAX. 

VALUE ADDED TAX FOR DIGITAL 
PLATFORMS 

(Article 7 of the tax schedule to law no. 2021-899 of December 21,2021 on the state budget for 2022) 

PERIOD OF DECLARATION Quar 
ter Year 

Trade na me : Tax identification number : Il 1 •..... 1 --' 
Company name: . 
Adress: Country of residence : Postal and physical Tel: . 
Email address : 
Nature of main activity : 

RAX COMPUTATION 1 
Gross sales before tax Rate AMOUNTS CURRENCY Rate FCFA (XOF) 

0 • VAT PAYABLE 0 


